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seemed to be complete ; but just as he was preparing
to remove his rivals, Henry recovered.   Somerset was
restored to favour and York took up arms, giving out
that he desired to save the king from his evil advisers.
The first battle of the Wars of the Roses was fought
at St. Alban's , the Lancastrians were totally defeated,
Somerset   was   killed, and   Henry   taken   prisoner
(1455).    Another short term of office  as  Protector
was enjoyed by York, but the king again recovered,
and the hollow reconciliation between the parties was
soon broken.    The opposition   leaders retired from
court   and the  government  was  entrusted   to   the
queen   and   to   the   new   Duke   of   Somerset.    An
attempt  to  punish Warwick   for an act  of piracy,
which he had committed as Governor of Calais, led
to the renewal of open war    The Lancastrians were
defeated at Bloreheath, but the bulk of the victorious
army deserted (1459).    The Yorkist leaders fled, and
were declared guilty of high treason in their absence.
The triumph  of Somerset was short.    The Earl of
Warwick gathered a new army at Calais; the Duke
of York returned from  Ireland.     At  the battle of
Northampton   the royalists were   overwhelmed and
the king again taken prisoner (1460).    London was
soon  afterwards occupied by the Yorkists, and the
duke now took the decisive step by laying claim to
the throne.    But   Parliament was not  prepared  to
depose Henry and   a compromise was  reached, by
which the duke was recognised as heir and guaranteed
the  succession  on   the  death   of the  present king.
Margaret, however, would not allow her son to be
disinherited , she raised an army in the north, and